
 

  1  
The Bright Futures Fund   

The Bright Futures Fund  

We are delighted to announce that the Bright Futures Fund in partnership with Forever Manchester is now 

open for applications from Community Groups in Greater Manchester.  

The Bright Futures Fund is offering awards of up to £5,000.  

We will close for applications at midday on Thursday 27th February 2025.  

Fund Criteria  

The Bright Futures Fund welcomes applications from Voluntary, Community and Social Enterprise  

(VCSE) sector community groups based in any of the ten boroughs of Greater Manchester. The Fund will 

focus on projects aiming to improve social mobility, develop skills and otherwise support people from a wide 

variety of backgrounds into or back into work and careers.  

Who can apply?  

The Brighter Futures Fund aims to support Voluntary, Community and Social Enterprise (VCSE) sector 

organisations based in any of the ten boroughs of Greater Manchester. Further information about the type of 

organisation that can apply can be found in our Supporting Information guide (For Supporting Information) 

which forms part of the criteria.   

Applicant organisations must be based in one of the ten broughs of Greater Manchester and have an annual 

income of less than £250,000.  

How much can you apply for?  

  

The maximum award request that will be considered is £5,000.  

For this round of funding, we’re offering two different payment timescales for you to choose from.  This could 

be either:   

• A one-off payment of up to £5,000: this will be received within two weeks upon notification of the 

award.   

Or   

• A payment of up to £5,000, split across three years: the first payment will be received within two 

weeks upon notification of the award, with the other two payments being received on the same date 

in 2026 and 2027 subject to project updates.   
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What can you apply for?  

The Fund aims to support organisations running projects that will improve the life chances of people in 

Greater Manchester, with an emphasis on (but not exclusively) young people. This could mean projects 

aiming to improve social mobility, develop skills and otherwise support people from a wide variety of 

backgrounds into or back into work and careers. This can include supporting those already in paid 

employment to access the skills and training they need to make the job changes that could lead to life-long 

careers.  

By young people, we mean those from secondary school to those in the early stages of their careers. Whilst 

there is no upper-age limit, we would expect that the majority of funded projects will be supporting those 

under the age of 30.  

Local groups understand how they can best work in their communities. We don’t want to limit the type of 

request you can make, let us know what you want to do and what positive things your activity will provide 

for people in your community, as long as it meets the criteria above.   

The following are just some examples of the type of project the Fund may support:  

- Ongoing activities which help develop communication, teamwork and other life/work skills in young 

people, e.g. this could be sports, dance or other weekly activities (not shortterm/time-limited 

activity) but which focus on developing skills that are valuable outside of the core activity  

- Sessions aimed at helping young people in your community to develop interview or other skills to 

help them gain work or promotion  

- Coaching and mentoring for young people in work who are looking to change careers/improve 

employment opportunities  

- Projects supporting young people to understand how to develop and set-up new enterprises Is there 

anything you can’t apply for?  

Unfortunately, there are a few things that can’t be funded, such as activities that have already taken place or 

been paid for, contributions to major appeals, activities promoting political or religious beliefs and activity 

which should be provided by statutory services.  

If you’re not sure if we could consider your application for funding, please contact a member of the Forever 

Manchester Communities Team, email awards@forevermanchester.com and we’ll be happy to help.  

  

  

Supporting Documents  
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For help and guidance on your groups’ supporting documents and to see what we require to be submitted 

alongside your application, please refer to our guidance which you can find here: (For Supporting Information 

link)  

Please note that this information forms part of the Fund guidance and should be read in full before you start 

the application form.  

Deadline for Applications  

We will close for applications at midday on Thursday 27th February 2025. Any applications received after this 

time will not be considered.  

How long will a decision take?  

For this round of the The Bright Futures Fund, we aim to let you know the outcome of your application in 

late April – early May 2025. Please do not plan to start any activity until after you hear if your application has 

been successful.  

Our Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) provide further information on our funding programmes. We 

encourage you to have a look if you would like to know a bit more about who can apply and what the 

application process involves.  

If you have any questions or have trouble completing your application, please contact us at 

awards@forevermanchester.com or phone 0161 214 0940  

Form Link: https://www.tfaforms.com/5101929  

   

  

  

https://forevermanchester.com/funding-faqs/
https://forevermanchester.com/funding-faqs/
https://www.tfaforms.com/5101929
https://www.tfaforms.com/5101929
https://www.tfaforms.com/5101929

